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Appeal in Behalf of a Bcedman's Church in Charleston, S.C. 


From the Daily Courant, Sept. 13th. 


The Rey. J. T. Ford, who asks aid in this city to build a Chapel for Freedmen in Charleston, S. C., makes the following 
statement of facts and reasons: 7 

1, By general consent:the Freedmen of the South need help, and the church and school are the best help. Without these, 
they will become the prey of a thousand corrupting influences. With these, they learn the nature of their new responsibilities and 
become fitted to bear them. It has been said that the work of reconstruction is to be completed Only through the agency of the 
New England church and the New England school house. But the school house gathers in only the children and youth. The 
men, those who now rule the state by their votes, must be prepared for their high duties by the educating influences of the church, 
or they are not prepared at all. 

2. ‘The Plymouth Congregational Church in Charleston, S. C., for which this plea is made, is suited by its character, ideas and 
methods, to exert a healthful, regenerating influence. Though made up of Freedmen, it is essentially a New England church. It 
has an intelligent membership. Most of them can read. It has a high standard of christian morality. Its influence will go to 
train the mind and the conscience, as well as to kindle the religious sensibilities. This is what the Freedmen need. 

3. It is the largest Freedman’s Congregational Church in the South, and the only one South Carolina. It is made up prin- 
cipally from the colored membership of the old ‘ Circular”? Congregational Church, which existed there before the war. In that 
church they had, as slaves, a subordinate position. They had no vote in church meetings. After emancipation, they said, we wish 
to belong to a church which gives equal privileges to all iis members, and they formed this new chuuch, which has now about two 
hundred members. 

4. It has an advantageous position. Charleston has been and will continue to be a center of influence, A church well estab- 
lished there can reach out over the state in its missionary efforts. 

0. To fulfill its important mission it must have a house of worship. It has been tossed about from place to place. The best 
house of worship it can find at present is a school room on the border of the city, so far from the center that it is difficult to gather 
there a congregation. With a chapel centrally situated, it will command new respect, may be expected largely to increase its 
congregation and membership, and become the parent of other churches, 

6. It cannot build a chapel without help. Its members have no accumulated capital. Wages are low. Labor receives only 
half pay, according to New England rates. Yet the cost of the nece-saries of life is about the same as here. With great self-denial 
they can raise for this work only about $1,000 a year. How long willit be at this rate before they can finish a chapel worth $5,000 
upon a lot costing $3,000? And who will support their ministry in the interval ? 

7. The ehapel should be built immediately. This is a formative period with that people. What is done should be done 
quickly. Economy also requires it. With a chapel, the church may be expected soon to become self-supporting. Without one, it 
must be‘of slow growth, and long dependent on northern aid. 

8. The members of that church are willing to do what they can. They have already paid $1,150 toward a building lot. They 
are not anxivus to ask help, They say, our friends at the north have sent us a minister and teachers. Weare grateful to them. 
We cannot ask for more. Others, who sez their need, and the importance of theirenterprise in its relations to the great cause we 
all love, ask in their behalf. 

9, Other denominations at the north help the freedmen to build churches. The Methodist Church north has spent thousands 
for this purpose in that state: $20,000 in Charleston alone. Large sums have been contributed at the north to build Presbyterian 
Churches there. Nothing has been asked until now for Congregational church building in that state, and we ask only $5,000. 

i0. There is no society to contribute the amount needed for this object. We are compelled to ask special contributions from 
individuals. 

11, Yhe people of Norwich have lately built a chapel fora Congregational Church in Macon, Ga. Cannot Hartford help to 
do the same in Charleston? This a way of dividing the work which will prevent frequent calls upon any one place, and will 
awaken, in those helping, a special interest in the one field thus aided. 


CERTIFICATES OF RECOMMENDATION. 


From the Secretaries of the Amerigan Missionary Association, 
New York, July 16th, 1870. 

We take pleasure in commending to the friends of Christ, otr beloved missionary, Rey. Jas, T. Ford, of Charleston, 8.C., 
The reasons he gives for asking aid in the Erection of a Chapel for Freedmen, in that city, seem to us very satisfaciory and urgent, 
We trust, therefore, he will be heard, and regcive such aid as will carry gladness to the self-denying Church to which he ministers. 
and enable it to be a power for good in thellbititoat regeneration of the south. | 

* GEO, WHIPPLE, ) ate ke Ue 
; . M. E. STRIEBY, |} ae 


From prominent citizens of Hartford and vicinity, Rev. Dr. Thompson, Rev. S. J. Andrews, and others. 
; HARTFORD, Sept. 18, 1870. 
The undersigned having beenwell acquainted with Rev. James;T. Ford for many years, are happy to give him their sincere 
and warm commendationg’ They are confident that those who pl«ce donations in his hands, will have no reason to complain that 
they have not been cae’ ed and judiciously applied in furtherance of the beneficent object for which he has come to New 


England, 
WM. THOMPSON, 
; SAML. J. ANDREWS, 
THEODORE J. HOLMES, 
SAML. E. ELMORE, 
GEO. ROBERTS. 
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| Your favor of the.. 
instant, received with enclosures. i 


I forward enclosed as stated below. 
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Appeal in Behalf of a Freedman’s Church in Charleston, S. C. 


From the Daily Courant, Sept. 13th, 


The Rey. J. T..Ford, who asks aid in this city to build a Chapel for Freedmen in Charleston, 8S. C., makes the following 
statement of facts and reasons: 

1, By general consent the Freecmen of the South need help, and the church and school are the best help. Without these, 
they will become the prey of a thousand corrupting influences. With these, they learn the nature of their new responsibilities and 
become fitted to bear them. It has been said that the work of reconstruction is to be completed only through the agency of the 
New England church and the New England school hotse. But the school house gathers in only the children and youth. The 
men, those who now rule the state by their votes, must be prepared for their high duties by the educating influences of the church, 
or they are not prepared at all. 

2. The Plymouth Congregational Church in Charleston, 5, C., for which this plea is made, is suited by its character, ideas and 
methods, to exert a healthful, regenerating influence. Though made up of Freedmen, it is essentially a New England church, It 
has an intelligent membership. Most of them can read. It has a high standard of christian morality. Its influence will go to 
train the mind and the conscience, as well as to kindle the religious sensibilities. This is what the Freedmen need. 

8. It is the largest Fyeedman’s Congregational Churcly in the South, and the only one South Carolina. It is made up prin- 
cipally from the colored membership of the old ‘ Circular” Congregational Church, which existed there before the war. In that 
church they had, as slaves} a subordinate position. They had no vote in church meetings. After emancipation, they said, we wish 
to belong to a church whigh gives equal privileges to all its members, and they formed this new chuuch, which has now about two 


hundred members. | 
- ar e,°¢ > k4 : 
4. It has an advantageous position. Charleston has been and will continue to be a center of influence, A church well estab- 


lished there can reach out ever the state in its missionary efforts. 

5. To fulfill its important mission it must have a house of worship. It has been tossed about from place to place. The best 
house of worship it can find at present is a school room on the border of the city, so far from the center that it is difficult to gather 
there a congregation. With a chapel centrally situated, it will command new respect, may be expected largely to increase its 
congregation and memberShip, and become the parent of other churches, 

6. It cannot build a chapel without help. Its members have no accumulated capital. Wages are low. Labor receives only 
half pay, according to New England rates. Yet the cost of the nece-saries of life is about the same as here. With great self-denial 
they can raise for this work, only about $1,000 a year. How long willit be at this rate before they can finish a chapel worth’ $5,000 
upon a lot costing $3,000 mand who will support their ministry in the interval ? 

7. The-ehapel should be built immediately. This is a formative period with that people. What is done should be done 
quickly. Economy also requires it. With a chapel, the church may be expected soon to become self-supporting. Without one, it 
must be of slow growth, and long dependent on northern aid. 

8. The members of that church are willing to do what they can. They have already paid $1,150 toward a building lot. They 
are not anxious to ask help, They say, our friends at the north have sent us a minister and teachers. Weare grateful to them. 
We cannot ask for more. Others, who see their need, and the importance of their enterprise in its relations to the great cause we 
all love, ask in their behalf. _ 

9, Other denominations at the north help the freedmen to build churches. The Methodist Church north has spent thousands 
for this purpose in that state: $20,000 in Charleston alone. Large sums have been contributed at the north to build Presbyterian 
Churches there. Nothing has been asked until now for Congregational church building in that state, and we ask only $5,000. 

10. There is no society to contribute the amount needed for this object. We are compelled to-ask special contributions from 
individuals. “ 

11, The people of: Norwich have lately built a chapel for a Congregational Church in Macon, Ga. Cannot Hartford hefp to 
do the same in Charleston? This a way of dividing the work which will prevent frequent calls upon any one Digge and wili 
awaken, in those helping, a special interest in the one field thus aided. 


CERTIFICATES OF RECOMMENDATION. 


From the Secretaries of the American Missionary Association, 
P A New York, July 16th, 1870. 

We take pleasure in commending to the friends of Christ, our beloved missionarge Rev.das, T. Ford, of Charleston, 8.C., 
The reasons he gives for asking aid in the Erection of a Chapel for Freedmen, in that ci em to us Very satisfaciory and urgent, 
We trust, therefore, he will be heard, and reccive such aid as will carry gladness to the sel@denying Church to which he ministers. 
and enable it to be a power for good in the spiritual regeneration of the south. -, 

. GEQ, IIPPLE, '{ Sec's st M. ‘he 


M. E. STRIEBY, 


From prominent citizens of Hartford and vicinity, Rev. Dr. Thompson, _ Andrews, and others. 
HARTFORD, Sept. 18, 1870. 


The undersigned having been well acquainted with Rev. James T. Ford for many rs, are happy to give him their sincere 
and warm commendation, They are confident that those who plx»ce donations in his hands, will have no reason to complain that 
they have not been faithfully and judiciously applied in furtherance of the beneficent gpicct for which he has come to New 


England. 
’ WM. THOMPSON, 
ff SAML. J. ANDREWS, 
| THEODORE J. HOLMES, 
SAML. E. ELMORE, 
GEO. ROBERTS. 
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CONTINENTAL INSURANCE CO. 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


ASSETS, JULY Ist, 
$82,410.08 
1,829.56 
$84,239.64 


Demand Loans on Government Bonds, and on Stocks of Solvent Institutions in State ) 
of New York, (worth over $495,300.) , 390,350.00 
Loans on Bonds and Mortgages (1st Liens on Real Estate, worth $2,089,700 00) 714,350.00 


Stocks and Bonds held by the Company as follows: 


$25,090 American Exchange Bank 
5,000 Bank of America 


10,000 Fourth National Bank 

5,000 Importers’ and Traders’ Bank 
5,000 Mercantile Bank 

5,000 Merchants’ Bank 
10,000 Metropolitan Bank 

10.000 Nassau Bank 


13,000 St. 2 

5,000 Union Bank 

20,000 N.-Y. Guaranty and Indemnity Co. 

10,000 N. Y. Central Railroad 6 per cent. Bonde Becccccess06e06se pee re ees odes 
10,000 N. Y. and Erie 3d Mortgage 7 per cent Bonds ; 
10,000 Kings Co.,N.Y., 6 per cent. wrens 


12,000 Deceuten City, N.Y., Public Park Improvement 7 per cent. Bonds 12,000 
25,000 om ‘* Wallabout Bay Improvement 7 per cent. Bonds 25,000 
1,000 N. ¥. Central Park Improvement Bond : 950 
1,000 N. Y. City 6 per ct. Assesement Bond 950 
er oe, &. Weed 2 WOT CONG, SEO VONO RONGS, 00. ccc cccccccccccesedu nite ddesbsesis 65,000 
10 (00 Alabama 8 per cent. Bonds... .......... TUTTI rr re 10 000 
35,000 New York State 7 per cent. Bonds 38.500 
eG Be err eee 18,000 
20 000 Tennessee 6 per cent. Bonds 
30,000 Virginia Six per cent. Bonds 
ge nr 
40.000 U. 8. Six per cent. Bonds, [867 
rn os. eee er CONE, SPIO ONGY BOGGS, 4... occ ccc cccccnccccdewaeeneeenevestsce 452,000 
$959,430.00 


Real Estate 102 Broadway. and 1 Pine Street, N. Y., eed $175 000.00 
do. cor, Court & Montague Sts, scooklyn. “the Ga y $ 65.000.00 
do. 91 Broadway, brooklyn, ED = $ 25,000 00 


265,000.00 
30,954.16 


Premiums ye: F 55,966.74 
Rents accrued, ; | 3,500.00 


Interest on Loans, due this date 


$2,503,790.54 


LIABILITIES, $132,431.50, (of which $33,931.50, is for unclaimed scrip and stock dividends.) 


The following shows its satisfactory progress since the adoption of the Participation System in 1856: 
Net. Assets, 


Net Assets. 
July Ist, BD sedwie coasts shgastosepes $570,363 43 July 1st, 1SBS.. wsercccees errr ese $1,251,624 19 
1857 1864 1,385.210 16 


649,719 54 
751.908 52 ] 463, 189 90 


 , mune an 889.167 47 

seee 918.475 84 

6 044,947 96 

1862 1,094,623 35 
Gross Assets, July 1st, 1870, 


SCRIP ALLOTMENT FOR 1870, SIXTY PER CENT. 
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